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Why was Harry Gration stuck in Sheffield 

on Tuesday 30th November 2010? 

	1. At midday, The Peak District had 36cms of level snow. Some suburbs of Sheffield have 30cms, with similar amounts in Holmfirth, West Yorkshire.
	2. We have to go back to December 1981 for the last time we had so much snow on the ground in December in Yorkshire at this time of the year. 

	3. The snow started falling on Monday 29th November and is forecast to continue until the end of the week. 
	4. Harry Gration was presenting a Live News Broadcasts in Sheffield on Tuesday 30th November.

	5. It has been the heaviest and most widespread November snow since 1993, and the deepest November snow since 1965.
	6. Roads within the Yorkshire region have been badly affected. Some were blocked as cars and HGV were unable to continue and their drivers abandoned them.

	7. Gritter drivers were unable to travel along some routes as there were too many abandoned cars and HGV’s along them.
	8. Until the Northeasterly wind that is driving the snow in from the North Sea is cut off, we can expect more snowfall.

	9. But here in Yorkshire, Sheffield City Centre achieved record lows of -8 o C
	10. Normally, our winds come from the west keeping our winters relatively mild. 

	11. An area of high pressure is sitting to the west of the UK, preventing warm, moist air from the Atlantic in the West reaching the UK, and instead drawing in cold air from Scandinavia in the North East.   As this air has moved across the North Sea, it has picked up moisture from the relatively warm water and formed snow showers. As a result, eastern areas have seen the heaviest snow.
	12. Mainland Europe at this time of the year gets very cold at night because land loses heat so much more quickly than the sea. North-easterly winds have brought this cold air mass over Britain, but in doing so it has to cross the relatively warmer North Sea, picking up moisture in the process and then dumping it as snow showers over Scotland and eastern England.

	13. Harry was reporting live on Tuesday without a hat, he still did not have one on Wednesday so a member of the public gave him one!
	14. Many schools in the Yorkshire Region were shut as many people were unable to travel.



	15. The A1(m) through Yorkshire was also treacherous and very few vehicles were able to continue on it.
	16. Harry Gration is one of the Main presenters from BBC’s Look North which covers the Yorkshire Region.


	17. Daytime temperatures will struggle to climb above freezing and severe overnight frosts across much of the UK. The cold weather will be accompanied by fresh or strong winds in places, with the wind chill making it feel significantly colder.
	18. It is very unusual for a period of easterly winds to bring such heavy and prolonged snowfall. In fact for November, the amounts of snow this year have been the heaviest and most widespread in the UK since 1993 and the deepest November snow since 1965

	19. As conditions deteriorated roads became impassable, trains and buses stopped running.


	20. The M1 in Yorkshire on Tuesday ground to halt and some drivers were stuck on it for over 5 hours on the evening of Tuesday 30th November.  

	21. The type of weather we get in the UK depends on where the air has come from. The coldest directions in the winter are generally when the wind comes from the Arctic Circle to the north or from the continent to the east. When the UK sees these conditions, it brings a higher chance of colder weather — and the possibility of snow
	22. More than 100 drivers have spent two nights stranded in part of South Yorkshire as heavy snow continues to cause disruption across the region. They were rescued on Thursday 2nd December.


	23. Harry set off from the Studio in Leeds in the morning to report from Sheffield, he actually lives in York.  Both places were also affected the snow.  
	24. Look North Weather man Paul Hudson said the total depth of snow in Sheffield city centre had reached 38cm (15in) - the deepest amount recorded in December since records began in 1882. 

	25. Here in Yorkshire, Church Fenton recorded minus 13C. This site previously held the record for the coldest November night on record for Yorkshire as a whole, with minus 11.9C.
	26. Many hospitals are advising patients not to attend unless it is urgent, and are asking off-duty medical staff to make their way into work if they can.


Tasks

· Read through the statements and ask if there are any terms that you do not understand.

· Try to organise the statements into groups - Causes, Effects on Transport, Other Effects and About Harry.

· Now using your information try to answer the initial question you were asked.  This should be an extended answer and be over 1 page in your exercise book.
