Y8 Industry Mystery

Why has Robert Brown got a job as manager of Ultra Electronics Engineering on the Towers Business Park?

1/ Gas power electricity generation is seen as more environmentally friendly than coal power


15/ Robert Brown is a Parent Governor at Etchinghill Primary School 

2/ The geology (the rocks under the ground) made mining coal at Lea Hall difficult and expensive

 
16/ Robert Brown went to Keele University between 1991 and 1994 and earned himself a degree in physics



3/ Lea Hall Colliery was closed in 1991 and demolished in 1992


17/ Many Scottish, Polish and North-East families moved to Rugeley and South Staffordshire in the 1950’s and 1960’s to work in the local mines



4/ The Towers Business Park is a brownfield site


18/ Many people in and around Rugeley use to work in Mining 

5/ Mr. Tomkinson use to be a miner

 
19/ Robert Brown completed a management training course between 1997 and 1999



6/ A lot of power stations use gas rather than coal to produce electricity


20/ Robert Brown’s parents are Scottish. Robert Brown’s father was a miner.

7/ In the 1990’s the electricity companies no longer had to buy a guaranteed amount of coal from British mines.


21/ Robert Brown was born in Rugeley in 1960

8/ The government provides grants (money) to prepare old industrial land for re-use


22/ Robert Brown went to Fair Oak High school and was taught by Mr. Blakeley 

9/ Robert Brown’s favourite football team are Hednesford Town, nicknamed the ‘Pitmen’


23/ In the 1980’s and 1990’s many deep shaft mines were seen as expensive and inefficient producers of coal



10/ The Towers Business Park is close to the large market of the West Midlands.


24/ In 1999 Robert Brown became a manager at Lucas Engineering

11/ Robert Brown lives in Etching Hill with his wife Samantha and two children, Scott(7) and Melanie(5) 


25/ The Towers Business park is on the site of the old Lea Hall Colliery

12/ The West Midlands has many engineering component (parts) manufacturers, a skilled engineering workforce and has access to major motorways to the North and South of the country

 
26/ The Local Authority has helped attract new businesses to the Towers Business park by providing support, building new link roads and offering cheap rents and business rates.

13/ Robert Brown use to be a miner at Lea Hall Colliery


27/ In 1994 Robert Brown became a trainee engineer, working for Lucas Engineering in Wolverhampton



14/ A lot of coal used in Britain is now imported or comes from open cast mines
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