Y8 Phoenix mystery

Why is Jeff Ridges (from Phoenix) annoyed that his water bill has gone up again?

There are 2 videos on this. I recommend just watching Oases in the Desert 2 as a follow up to the mystery.

1/ Phoenix is in the state of Arizona, in the south-west of the USA


13/ A phoenix is a mythical bird that is said to have risen from its own ashes to live again

2/ The Colorado river flows through Arizona


14/ 150 years ago Phoenix had a population smaller than the Springfield estate (3000)



3/ Many people have migrated from the north east to the south west of America over the last 30 years.


15/ Higher bills will reduce the demand for water and help the company improve water supplies

4/ Phoenix, like other places in the south-west has seen its population grow very quickly over the last 30 years. Its population is now over 1 million


16/ Most people hate paying bills

5/ Phoenix is in the middle of the Arizona desert. Temperatures can be more than 40%C in the summer and it does not rain very often.


17/ The Ridges family have their own swimming pool

6/ Phoenix is 80km across
18/ A lot of water channelled from the river Colorado to Phoenix evaporates 



7/ The first dam across the Colorado river was built at Boulder Canyon in 1928. Today there are 20 dams across the Colorado


19/ Jeff Ridges lives in Phoenix, in a 4 bedroomed house, with his wife Sandra and 2 children, Chloe(14) and Bart(12)

8/ Places in the west and south of America have cheaper land, lower company taxes and more sun.


20/ The north-east USA has lost a lot of manufacturing jobs over the last 30 years

9/ Irrigation has helped Arizona to become a successful farming area


21/ Many houses in phoenix have their own swimming pools 

10/ The dams provide electricity and the reservoirs behind them provide water


22/ Jeff Ridges has written several letters of complaint about the increase in his water bill

11/ The building of the railroads helped encourage people to migrate westwards in the 19th century


23/ Jeff Ridges is originally from Cleveland in the state of Ohio, in the north west of America

12/ A lot of new jobs, especially  high tec jobs, have been created in Phoenix over the last 30 years 




