One day, I went for a nice walk in Wiltshire, near the source of the River Thames. It was a lovely day and I sat down to have lunch on a small rock by the tiny little stream, which eventually becomes the large river in London.

Some months later, I was on the riverbank in London, on an archaeological dig. When I got home I discovered a number of fine rock particles in my wellies. Something told me I had come across this rock before….

Why did the rock I sat on for lunch end up in my wellies?

Sort the following cards to discover how this amazing mystery occurred. Look on p.76 in Geog.1, copy diagrams 1,2 and 3 to help you understand what happened. Ensure that you understand all words highlighted in BOLD.

	1. As the rock was rolling along the base of the riverbed (TRACTION) it was subject to ABRASION.
	8.First the rock was rolled along the base of the riverbed by TRACTION.

	2. The material DEPOSITED by the river is sediment-and no longer the rock that started out as.
	9. Whilst being carried along in SUSPENSION the river reaches flatter land and slows down.

	3.Because of the ATTRITION, the rock was now being bounced along the river bed-SALTATION.
	10. Whilst being carried along in the BEDLOAD the rock hit lots of other rocks in a process known as ATTRITION

	4. ABRASION is a type of erosion.
	11. As the river no longer has the energy to carry its load so it DEPOSITS it.

	5. Shortly after my visit to the Source of the Thames, there was a flood, which washed my rock in to the river.
	12. After the SALTATION the rock started to be effected by SOLUTION.

	6. The rock was first TRANSPORTED.
	13.Because of the ABRASION the rock grew smaller and was then carried along in the BEDLOAD.

	7. After being effected by SOLUTION the rock now is only a large number of small particles. Its is making the water look muddy, as it is carried along in SUSPENSION.
	14. Because the rock is now one of the smallest particles it is deposited last, on the banks of the river, where it found its way into my wellie.


ACTIVITIES:

1. Write a brief summary of how the rock ended up in the wellies. Underline any of the words highlighted in bold above that you use.

2. What erosion process is not mentioned? Why do you think it is not mentioned?

