Should the South Downs be a National Park?

1.   Visitor numbers will increase



2.   Large parts of the South Downs is farmed



3.   People will have a 'right to ramble' on private land



4.   Current planning decisions are made by local elected councils



5.   The National Park Authority are appointed by the local councils and Government



6.   The South-East of England is the most densely populated area of Great Britain



7.   National Park status means conservation is the main priority



8.   Government funding is made to ensure sustainability of National Parks



9.   Lottery and European grants can be used for National Parks



10.  Enhanced status locally, nationality and globally



11.  The National Park Authority will have a closer relationshipwith farmers



12.  National Park status of South Downs will give the area a high level of protection



13.  National Park status will be permanent and independent



14.  The South Downs consists of chalk hills, river valleys and sandy heaths, steeped 

       in Medieval and Roman history



15.  Eight million (8,000,000) people live within an hours travelling time of the South 

      Downs



16.  Existing parishes may be split up by the new boundaries



17.  Land values and house prices either side of the National Park boundary may 

      change



18.  There may not be any affordable housing in the rural areas within the National 

       Park



19.  The growing economy means the South Downs is under pressure for development     

       of roads, industry and other infrastructure



20.  Farming is declining in the U.K



21.  Over the last fifty years, the area has suffered wildlife and habitat loss



22.  Neglect and lack of money means habitats and cultural heritage on the South 

       Downs are at risk



23.  This is already a heavily visited area



24.  There will be a demand for more leisure as more people move to the area and 

       more people visit the South Downs



To help make the task more manageable students can do the following:

Group the above statements into three groups:

a) Those that effect industry

b) Those that effect the wildlife

c) Those that effect people living in and around the area

Following this students can then group statements into two groups:

a) Those that support making the South Downs a National Park

b) Those that support leaving the South Downs as it is.

