International Aid & the Tsunami - A Quiz
What is aid?

International Aid is help (money or goods) which is sent from one country to people in other country. Aid might be sent by governments or organisations, and sometimes collected from individuals. Some aid is ‘emergency aid’ following disasters. Other aid is ‘long-term’ aid i.e. money or goods sent to help countries develop things as varied as industry, housing or military capability.
1. Of every £1000 of wealth in the UK, how much is given each year in aid to foreign countries? 

a. 
£300

b. 
£130

c. 
£30

d. 
£2.70
2. What is the amount the United Nations’ recommends rich countries should give in International Aid, out of each £1000 of its wealth?

a.
£700

b. 
£70

c. 
£7

d. 
 70p
3. Which of these countries gives the most in International Aid each year? 

a.
UK

b. 
USA

c. 
Israel

d. 
Japan
4. As a proportion of the wealth of the country, where does the USA come in the world rank-order of generosity to other countries?

a.
1st

b. 
11th

c. 
21st

d. 
31st
5. Following the Asian earthquake and the tsunami, which country has promised to give most money to victims in the affected countries? 

a. 
Japan


b. 
USA


c. 
UK


d. 
Sweden

6. The last major disaster was an earthquake which destroyed the city of Bam in Iran a year ago. How much of the £1.1 billion promised by foreign governments has actually been given? 

a.
98%

b. 
75%

c. 
33%

d. 
1.7%
Answers
1. £2.70 out of every £1000 of the UK’s wealth is given in aid to other countries. In total this amounts to just over £3 billion a year. It compares with government spending of £110 billion on social security benefits and £25 billion on arms. 
(Source: http://www.waronwant.org/?lid=1664 and http://www.parliament.uk/commons/lib/research/rp2001/rp01-083.pdf )


2. For the past 30 years, the UN has recommended that the richer countries of the world (known as  More-economically developed countries) should give £7 out of every £1000 of their wealth (known as ‘Gross National Product’)  to poor countries. So far, only five countries - Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Luxembourg and Netherlands – have done so.
(Source: http://www.waronwant.org/?lid=1664 )


3.  The USA gives more than any other country - $15 billion.  This represents £1 for every £1000 of the USA’s wealth (GNP).  The next biggest donors in order are Japan, France, Germany and the UK. About 10% of US aid went as emergency aid (after disasters). Two-thirds of the rest of the money went to two countries  - Israel and Egypt. .Nearly three-quarters of US aid was bi-lateral, in other words, the money was given to a country on condition that they used the money to buy goods from US companies.
(Sources: http://www.oecd.org/home/  and Reality of Aid 2000 (Earthscan Publications, 2000, p.81) and www.globalissues.org/TradeRelated/Debt/USAid.asp )


4. The United States is 21st in the Table of Aid Givers. The UK is in 11th place. The countries what give the highest proportion of wealth in foreign aid are in order, Norway, Denmark, The Netherlands and Luxembourg.
(Source: http://www.globalissues.org/TradeRelated/Debt/USAid.asp#ForeignAidNumbersinChartsandGraphs)


5. Based on figures published on 3rd  January 2005, Japan had agreed to give the highest amount (£260 million). The USA had stated that it would give £182 million, and the UK £50 million. This does not include money given by ordinary people in each country. By the same date in Britain alone, people had donated £60 million.
(source: Guardian Newspaper, London  3/1/2005)


6. 1.7% of the money promised by foreign countries has so far been given to Iran, the country in which the city of Bam was destroyed, killing 26, 000 people and leaving 60,000 homeless. Four years, previously, when floods hit Mozambique in southern Africa, about half of the money promised was delivered. In 1998, when Hurricane Mitch struck the Caribbean and Central America, $8.7 billion was promised. About one-third of the money was eventually received.
(source: Guardian Newspaper, London  3/1/2005)
Some questions and activities
** Read each paragraph in full from the Answer Sheet and check your answers. **
1. What information did you know about already? Where did you find this information? You could write your answer like this:
“I already knew that ….. I got this information from ….
 If you need to, you could write: I didn’t know any of this information.”
2. Look at the questions you got wrong. Were you surprised by any of the information you have read? Make a list  and explain why you were surprised. (“I was surprised to read that ….… because …..” )
If you were not surprised by anything you read, choose three statements from the Answer Sheet that you think are important facts to know, and explain why.
** Think about this discussion point: Should people in countries affected by the Tsunami be pleased with the international aid that is offered to them? Why /why not? **
3. Imagine you were able to attend a press conference at which ministers were present from all the main governments involved in giving or receiving aid for the victims of the tsunami. Decide who you would ask a question, and what would the question would be. You could use phrases like this, or create your own:
I have a question for the minister from …(which country?)

I am a reporter from …. (where?)
I was surprised to read recently that ….. (use information from Tasks 1 or 2 above)
My question is: 
(use this list for ideas)
Why did you …? 

Will you ….. ?

Should you ….?

Isn’t it about time that you ….?

What will you …?

What do you think needs to be done about ….?

How can people be sure that you will …?

4. Now try to imagine what the minister would say as his/her reply, and either write it down OR  devise a role-play in which the minister answers the question at a press conference.
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