Magnitude 9.0 - SUMATRA-ANDAMAN ISLANDS EARTHQUAKE , OFF THE WEST COAST OF NORTHERN SUMATRA, December 26 , 2004 http://earthquake.usgs.gov/eqinthenews/2004/usslav/

	

	Magnitude
9.0
Date-Time
Sunday, December 26, 2004 at 00:58:53 (UTC)
= Coordinated Universal Time 
Sunday, December 26, 2004 at 7:58:53 AM 
= local time at epicenter 
Time of Earthquake in other Time Zones 

Location
3.316°N, 95.854°E
Depth
30 km (18.6 miles) set by location program
Region
OFF THE WEST COAST OF NORTHERN SUMATRA
Distances

250 km (155 miles) SSE of Banda Aceh, Sumatra, Indonesia
310 km (195 miles) W of Medan, Sumatra, Indonesia
1260 km (780 miles) SSW of BANGKOK, Thailand
1605 km (990 miles) NW of JAKARTA, Java, Indonesia
Source
USGS NEIC (WDCS-D)


	


The earthquake was felt  at Banda Aceh and  at Medan, Sumatra and in parts of Bangladesh, India, Malaysia, Maldives, Myanmar, Singapore, Sri Lanka and Thailand. A mud volcano near Baratang, Andaman Islands began erupting on December 28. This is the fourth largest earthquake in the world since 1900 and is the largest since the 1964 Prince William Sound, Alaska earthquake. (last updated 12/30/04) 
	The devastating megathrust earthquake of December 26th, 2004 occurred on the interface of the India and Burma plates and was caused by the release of stresses that develop as the India plate subducts beneath the overriding Burma plate. The India plate begins its descent into the mantle at the Sunda trench which lies to the west of the earthquake's epicentre. The trench is the surface expression of the plate interface between the Australia and India plates, situated to the southwest of the trench, and the Burma and Sunda plates, situated to the northeast. 


