The World Cup of Development
Which country would win the World Cup if the results were based on their level of economic development rather than their ability to play football?

To what extent is the success of a country's national football team linked to its level of economic development?

By using these 'Top Trumps' cards, and comparing your results with those in the real World Cup in South Africa, you can find out the answers to these questions.

There is a 'Top Trump' card for each of the 32 countries that have qualified for the World Cup finals.  Each card contains information about the country's population and 5 measures or indicators of how well developed it is (the standard of living of the people who live there).

The information that is given for each country might affect how successful its national football team is.  
(Teachers may wish to delete this section and discuss it with their pupils to see if they can suggest links between economic development and success in world football)

Population:   The larger the population of the country, the greater the chance of them finding a squad of 22 world class football players.
GDP per person:   This is the total amount of money that the country earns in a year divided by its population.  It is a measure of how rich the country is.  The richer the country is, the more money it will have to spend on training facilities for its players and to pay top class coaches to train them.

% total boys attending secondary school:   Most boys are likely to start playing serious competitive football whilst they are at secondary school.  It is often through school and representative teams that boys are spotted by professional clubs who develop their talents.  The higher the proportion of boys of secondary school age who actually attend school, the more chance there is of identifying talented players.

Number of TVs per 1000 people:    Most people will follow their national team at the World Cup by watching them on TV.  The more TVs there are, the more people will be able to watch.  If a team is well supported it probably has a better chance of doing well.
Number of doctors per 1000 people:   This is a measure of how good the country's health service is.  If there are not enough doctors, people are less likely to be fit enough to play competitive sport, and if players get injured they will probably not get the treatment they need to help them recover quickly.

Food intake, (calories per day):   This measurement is not quite so straight forward.  The ideal food intake for an active young man in his 20s (the age group of most professional footballers) is about 3,000 calories per day.   If you eat more than this you risk putting on weight, which will make you a less effective football player.  If you eat less than this, you risk being malnourished and too weak to play competitive sport.  
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