Getting better at geographical writing


Pauline Marsden’s 12 point procedure at Sandon High School to use ‘Better descriptions and explanations’ with lower ability pupils.

1. Show the OHP of model

2. This is ‘not levels’  they are steps and stages to get better

3. What do I mean by description? – Silence – ‘Tell me what it is like!’

4. What do I mean by explanation? – Silence – ‘Tell me why?’

5. Use some thing that you can refer to in the classroom.  Shelley Watson is wearing school uniform – What is it like?  Why does she wear it?

6. Define words that pupils don’t understand by asking them.  Link, cause, chain of cause and effects. 

7. Do a geographical writing exercise either description or explanation.

8. Go over the model laminated on separate sheets, and give specific examples.

9. Get pupils to do some Self-assessment using the model on their own writing.  It could be on their friends writing.

10. Review some pupils’ self-assessment, by getting them to read out examples of sentences

11. Check their work to see how effective they have judged their own work.

12. Repeat regularly and watch them grow in confidence.

www.sln.org.uk/geography


