Principles and Purposes of Assessment

	Principles: Assessment should be ….

	Purposes: Assessment should …. 

	· based on positive achievement
	· help teachers better understand children’s progress in learning

	· assess what has been taught or experienced
	· Guide teachers’ responses to children’s learning, e.g. decide on the next steps and set targets

	· both manageable and useful
	· help raise children’s achievements

	· focused on children’s progress
	· help give children feedback on their learning

	· at the heart of good teaching and learning
	· monitor standards of children’s work

	· fit for its purpose, e.g. assessing geographical knowledge, understanding and kills, rather than literacy
	· evaluate the effectiveness of planning and teaching

	
	· inform parents about children’s progress

	
	· inform following teachers about children’s achievements

	
	· help teachers and schools address accountability

	
	· inform school evaluation and the SDP / SIP


· Which of the purposes of assessment are most important to you?

· Which are the most important in foundation subjects like geography?

· Prioritise the list in some way, for example, in rank order, or important / less important
· Which of the principles of assessment do you agree with?

· Share your discussions. What are the implications for practice in your school?
