Schlema

This year Hans Lufer plans to go back to Schlema.  Why?

Schlema is a small town, South West of Chemnitz, in Saxony, a region in Eastern Germany.

Schlema was a mining town where iron, copper, cobalt and silver were extracted.

In the 1920's a radioactive spring was discovered, this was used to treat rheumatism.

In 1947 the occupying Soviet forces began mining for uranium for use in nuclear weapons.

The uranium mining destroyed the landscape.

In 1990 the mine was closed down following the Unification of Germany.  The whole area was contaminated and had an uncertain future.

In 1992 the decision was taken to decommission the mine works and rejuvenate the landscape.

The redevelopment will include radon-containing medicinal springs used to treat rheumatism.

Hans Lufer's father moved to Schlema in the 1920's.  He suffered from rheumatism and was attracted to the town by the health spa.

Hans was born in Schlema and grew up in the town.  He enjoyed living there until he left during the war.

Hans went back to Schlema in the 1950's but was horrified by what he saw.  Although he still had relatives there he vowed he would never go back.

In 2001 Hans was diagnosed as having rheumatism.

