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The Staffordshire Expanding Geography Scheme
Key stage 3

The Overview

KS3A

Pupils actively investigate and explore the effects of themselves on a wider variety of community based locations


KS3B

Pupils actively investigate and explore the physical and human features of a variety of small scale localities in their wider environment



Key Stage 3

During key stage 3 pupils investigate a wide range of people, places and environments at different scales around the world. They learn about geographical patterns and processes and how political, economic, social and environmental factors affect contemporary geographical issues. They also learn about how places and environments are interdependent. They carry out geographical enquiry inside and outside the classroom. In doing this they identify geographical questions, collect and analyse written and statistical evidence, and develop their own opinions. They use a wide range of geographical skills and resources such as maps, satellite images and ICT.



Geographical enquiry 

KS3A –Pupils should:

a) demonstrate that they are aware of differences and communicates likes and dislikes meaningful to their own communication system.

b) be able to apply a previously experiences repeated routine to a new experiences e.g. touch, smell. These strategies would be appropriate to the stimuli being investigated.

c) recreate experiences by demonstrating a very positive response to recorded information from a practical experience e.g. objects, books, sounds smells

d) use differentiated responses symbols or words  to express their own feelings about themselves at a widening range of locations.

e) not appropriate at scale of self

f) communicative behaviour is refined in terms of expressing a variety of reactions from positive through to ambivalence about environmental objects and features.

KS3B – Pupils should:

a) initiate questions in response to carefully structured geographical stimulus e.g. what and where. They would be supported in developing the use of why. This would be based on practical activities

b) be able to initiate the appropriate application of a previously experienced routine of strategies to explore a place at the scale of their own personal territory. Demonstrate an ability to adapt this routine

c) develop a number of strategies to record in some way a practical experience of physical and human features of a small scale locality e.g. photographs, dictation

d) explore similarities and differences e.g. doors, windows and record these in some form, e.g. graphs, sets. Use comparative terms e.g. more than. Less than

e) be aware of somebody else’s reaction to a place and be able to respond appropriately to that reaction. E.g. how can we help someone who can’t walk well over stepping stones

f) communicate their findings using a variety of strategies appropriate for different audiences e.g. drama, diaries for home, use of ICT

Key stage 3

1.
In undertaking geographical enquiry, pupils should be taught to:

a)
ask geographical questions [for example, 'How and why is this landscape changing?', 'What is the impact of the changes?', 'What do I think about them?'] and to identify issues

b)
suggest appropriate sequences of investigation [for example, gathering views and factual evidence about a local issue and using them to reach a conclusion]

c)
collect, record and present evidence [for example, statistical information about countries, data about river channel characteristics]

d)
analyse and evaluate evidence and draw and justify conclusions [for example, analysing statistical data, maps and graphs, evaluating publicity leaflets that give different views about a planning issue]

e)
appreciate how people's values and attitudes [for example, about overseas aid], including their own, affect contemporary social, environmental, economic and political issues, and to clarify and develop their own values and attitudes about such issues

f)
communicate in ways appropriate to the task and audience [for example, by using desktop publishing to produce a leaflet, drawing an annotated sketch map, producing persuasive or discursive writing about a place].


Geographical skills

KS3A – Pupils should:

a) extend key vocabulary that is related to their experiences of a wide variety of small scale community based locations

b)  react and respond to the environment in a widening range of localities

c) in routine activities relate objects to self e.g. Books in the library

d) not appropriate

e) demonstrate that specific objects, pictures etc carry meaning for them in a range of localities

f) use ICT to act upon their environment e.g. fan control

g) use simple problem solving strategies in relation to themselves and generalize them.

KS3B – Pupils should:

a) extend vocabulary within know localities and generalize to new localities

b) develop and be able to represent a mental map of a widening range of small scale localities

c) use simple maps and plans to represent a place

d) extend personal understanding of the location of features and the relative location of features in new and less familiar places

e) make plans and maps using simple symbols and keys

f) use different forms to communicate and record  to others about features within a locality

g) generalize and widen problem-solving strategies within community based localities on evidence collected from prior experience using this to inform choice, Prior experience could be real or simulated e.g. through role play.

Key stage 3

2.
In developing geographical skills, pupils should be taught:

a)
to use an extended geographical vocabulary [for example, drainage basin, urban regeneration]

b)
to select and use appropriate fieldwork techniques [for example, land-use survey, datalogging] and instruments [for example, cameras]

c)
to use atlases and globes, and maps and plans at a range of scales, including Ordnance Survey 1:25,000 and 1:50,000 maps

d)
to select and use secondary sources of evidence, including photographs (including vertical and oblique aerial photographs), satellite images and evidence from ICT-based sources [for example, from the internet]

e)
to draw maps and plans at a range of scales, using symbols, keys and scales [for example, annotated sketch maps] and to select and use appropriate graphical techniques to present evidence on maps and diagrams [for example, pie charts, choropleth maps], including using ICT [for example, using mapping software to plot the distribution of shops and services in a town centre]

f)
to communicate in different ways, including using ICT [for example, by writing a report about an environmental issue, exchanging fieldwork data using e-mail]

g)
decision-making skills, including using ICT [for example, by using a spreadsheet to help find the best location for a superstore].



Knowledge and understanding of places

KS3A - Pupils

a) develop an increasing awareness of self in a widening range of small scale community based locations e.g. shop, library

b) relate objects to the layout of their body in relation to the environment and the positioning of their body in the environment.



KS3B - Pupils

a) develop a widening awareness of their personal territory through mediated experiences of near, contrasting and distant local scale places.

b) relate locations to each other 



Key Stage 3

3. 
Pupils should be taught:

a)
the location of places and environments studied, places and environments in the news and other significant places and environments [for example, those listed on pages 26 and 27]

b)
to describe the national, international and global contexts of places studied [for example, on the Pacific Rim, a member of the European Union]

c)
to describe and explain the physical and human features that give rise to the distinctive character of places

d)
to explain how and why changes happen in places, and the issues that arise from these changes

e)
to explain how places are interdependent [for example, through trade, aid, international tourism, acid rain], and to explore the idea of global citizenship.



Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes

KS3A

Pupils have immediate active experiences of different locations to support them in experiencing the effects of their immediate environment on themselves .e.g. tolerates reacts and responds to the effects of different weather conditions on themselves



KS3B

Pupils are able to demonstrate a sequenced of change e.g. through first hand experiences of through the use of photos.e.g. consider sequence of road building or flow of a river


Key Stage 3

4.
Pupils should be taught to:

a)
describe and explain patterns of physical and human features and relate these to the character of places and environments

b)
identify, describe and explain physical and human processes, and their impact on places and environments.


Knowledge and understanding of environmental change and sustainable development

KS3A

Pupils sustain and improve their personal environments at a particular moment in time e.g. obtain more food by means of using their communication skills.



KS3B

Pupils develop an understanding of an environmental change and the part that they can play in it e.g. litter in the school grounds and their role in picking up litter. Generalise this to other places with similar problems e.g. park



Key stage 3

5.
Pupils should be taught to:

a)
describe and explain environmental change [for example, deforestation, soil erosion] and recognise different ways of managing it

b)
explore the idea of sustainable development and recognise its implications for people, places and environments and for their own lives.



Breadth of study

KS3A

All studies to be at the scale of self, near and contrasting



KS3B

All studies to be at the scale of personal territory, near, contrasting, distant and local.



Key Stage 3

6.
During the key stage, pupils should be taught the Knowledge, skills and understanding through the study of two countries and 10 themes:

Countries

a)
two countries in significantly different states of economic development, including:

i)
the regional differences that exist in each country and their causes and consequences

ii)
how and why each country may be judged to be more or less developed



Breadth of Study

KS3A

Increasing awareness of self in a widening range of small scale community related locations e.g. shops

KS3B

Generalizing and widening experiences at the scale of personal territory



Key stage 3

7.
In their study of countries and themes, pupils should:

a)
study at a range of scales - local, regional, national, international and global

b)
study different parts of the world and different types of environments, including their local area, the United Kingdom, the European Union and parts of the world in different states of economic development

c)
carry out fieldwork investigations outside the classroom

d)
study issues of topical significance.



Themes - General Note

The themes will be dependent on the themes selected by the school. Some suggestions might include; -

Population and Settlement

· Considering their own home and / or the school locality, identifying their own room and personal belongings, visiting other classes for different activities to develop an awareness of people and place

· Comparing and contrasting features at the appropriate scale.

· Experiencing and gaining knowledge of people who work locally through visits

· Exploring a range of buildings in their locality including using a sensory approach.

Environmental Issues

· For example contributing to a local project e.g. recycling

Resources

· Gaining experience of transport through journeys to airports

Geomorphology

· Exploring a river

Weather and Climate

· Experience a range of weather conditions, simulated weather in the sensory room

· Experiment with growing plants in different weather

· The importance of water

· Consider extreme weather conditions
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