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Introduction to the Staffordshire Expanding Geography Scheme
This scheme has been written to offer support to teachers working with SLD and PMLD pupils who wish to explore the value of geography for their pupils. Irene Corden, Headteacher of Springfield School with the support of Diane Swift, has developed these documents. It is based on their previous work at Heathfield School.

The scheme is based on the Geography National Curriculum document used in schools from September 2000, and makes direct reference to it. However the scheme also builds on the Geography statement that is presented on the National Curriculum web site entitled “ Planning teaching and assessing the curriculum for pupils with learning difficulties.” Available  from www.nc.uk.net/ld/Ge

It will of course be up to each individual teacher to develop the scheme best suited to his or her pupils, and we feel that our scheme may be of some help. The Expanding Geography scheme provides appropriate detail to both the mainstream and learning difficulties curriculum. We feel it provides a strongly geographical content at an appropriate pitch.

As ever this scheme is offered in its current format, and it will need to be updated and improved. If you have any suggestions we would be delighted to hear from you. Please contact Diane Swift – email diane_swift@yahoo.co.uk.

The scheme is designed so that Key Stages 1A, 2A and 3A are appropriate for pupils who will be working at the awareness level, and KS1B, 2B, and 3B develop experiences through knowledge and skills into an early understanding of places and themes. We have presented the materials so that each key stage can be printed, or each level can be reproduced. This is to demonstrate that the scheme not only enables progression in terms of content, but also in the depth of study.

In addition we have expanded the understanding of scale to incorporate self (body and mental understanding of parts in relation to one another) and personal space (the bubble that surrounds everyone, that we feel uneasy about when people come too close). Self is seen as an internal understanding of external body parts. Personal space is the external bubble. Local is defined as in the National Curriculum. It means somebody’s local areas, not just your own. Local could be your area, or it could be somebody who lives in Paris, and a study of their local area. This is a distant place to us, but we are still studying it at the local scale. The local scale has been further refined into near (the child’s local). We are aware that near for many children will consistent to 2 areas. The school and their home, which may be some significant, distance apart. Contrasting (may be near or distant but significantly different to the child’s normal environmental experiences) and distant (not the child’s local area – anywhere else) the actual distant is not relevant. As soon as the stimulus is of or replicating something that is from another place be it 3 miles or 3,000 miles away, the challenge to the child is the same. We are asking them to make sense of something at their level that they do not normally experience. By localities we mean specific named places e.g. classroom, park etc. Scale is the term used to describe the physical size of the area studied.

Key Stage
Geographical Enquiry and Skills
Knowledge and understanding of places
Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes
Knowledge and Understanding

of environmental change and

sustainable development
Scale
Localities

KS1A
In relation to self be supported in making choices about preferred environments, e.g. which area do you prefer to be in. Use tactile or symbol timetable as a stimulus to be personally aware of routine events in a place. Relate objects to place e.g. spoon on mouth
Pupils actively investigate and explore uses of their body with environmental objects with which they come into contact using an increasing range of early strategies.
Pupils should have experiences about the effects of their immediate environment on themselves e.g. tolerates reacts and responds to the effects of different weather conditions on themselves
Experience environmental change at an appropriate scale i.e. self, self indoors, self out doors.
self 

local (near)
self

self indoors

self outdoors

KS1B
Undertake studies that focus on involving the child in carefully structured geographical questions supplied by an adult e.g. use what? where? for a range of purposes to elicit different ways of thinking. These are based on direct experience, practical activities and fieldwork at the scale of their personal territory.
Pupils should be given the opportunity to actively investigate through both explorations and observations the physical and human features of their surroundings i.e. beyond their bodies and into their personal territory, the space that immediately surrounds them.
Pupils are encouraged to demonstrate awareness of changes in their environment. e.g. observe and comment on changes in the environment of different localities when carefully questioned.
Experience environmental change at an appropriate scale i.e. within their personal territory in local familiar environments
personal territory

local (near)
classroom layout

locality outside of the school grounds



KS1
Ask questions, observe, record, express their own views.
What places are like, where places are, recognise how they have developed and are changing, and how they are linked.
Make observations and recognise changes
Recognise change in the environment and how it may be improved and sustained
local to global
locality of the school contrasting locality either in the UK or overseas.

KS2A
Pupils are supported in showing an awareness and communicating in some way about environmental objects and features that they come into contact with
Pupils undertake studies that develop an understanding of themselves within school and a contrasting locality e.g. wood. They will be working at the personal awareness level supported by appropriate experiences and opportunities.
Pupils have immediate active experiences of different locations and their associated purpose e.g. book corner, music corner, dining hall, classroom, also areas out of school, such as the adventure playground.
Experience environmental change themselves in familiar environments
self

local (near)
self in a widening range of small scale locations

personal space within the classroom

personal space in localities immediate to the school e.g. across the road, or a visit to another locality

KS2B
Pupils undertake studies that enable them to formulate and respond to simple geographical questions about familiar places. Communicate their understanding of geographical terms in such a way that it is a shared understanding of a concept or term.
Pupils undertake studies that develop an understanding of themselves in a small scale location locally e.g. nearby park, themselves in a contrasting locality e.g. wood. An exploration of a distant place at a small scale e.g. resources related to a small area of a town or village.
Pupils demonstrate awareness of change in their environment e.g. observe and comment on changes in the environment of different localities when carefully questioned.
Pupils find out about the effect of environmental change on themselves, other people and their surroundings e.g. observe and identify weather variations and anticipate what effects these may have on themselves. 
personal territory

local (near and contrasting)
small scale localities should be studied and placed in their wider environmental context e.g. school localities, contrasting localities, within the U.K., developing world, distant localities through secondary sources

KS2
Ask questions, collect and record evidence, analyse evidence and draw conclusions, identify and explain different points of view, communicate in ways appropriate to the task and audience, use appropriate geographical vocabulary, fieldwork techniques, use atlases, globes, maps, secondary sources of evidence, decision making skills
What places are like, location, why they are like they are, how and why they change, why places are similar and different, how places fit in a wider geographical context
Recognise and explain patterns and recognise and explain some physical and human processes
Recognise how people improve or damage the environment, how and why people may manage environments sustainably.
Local to global
A locality in the UK

a locality in a country that is less economically developed

KS3A
Pupils actively investigate and explore the effects on themselves of a wider variety of community based locations
Pupils develop an increasing awareness of self in a widening range of small scale community based locations e.g. shop, library.
Pupils have immediate active experiences of different locations to support them in experiencing the effects of their immediate environment on themselves e.g. tolerates reacts and responds to the effects of different weather conditions on themselves.


Pupils sustain and improve their personal environments at a particular moment in time. e.g. obtain more food by means of using their communication skill.
self

local (near and contrasting)
Increasing awareness of self in a widening range of small scale community related locations e.g. shops, library

KS3B
Pupils actively investigate and explore the physical and human features of a variety of small scale localities in their wider environment.
Pupils develop a widening awareness of their personal territory through mediated experiences of their near, contrasting and distant local scale places. 
Pupils are able to demonstrate a sequence of change e.g. through first hand experience or through use of photos. e.g. consider sequence of road building or flow of a river i.e. process 
Pupils develop an understanding of an environmental change and the part that they can play in it. e.g. litter in the school grounds and their role in picking up litter and putting it in bins. Generalise this to other places with similar problems e.g. park
personal territory (near contrasting and distant)

local
Generalizing and widening experiences, 

KS3
Ask geographical questions and identify issues, suggest appropriate sequence for investigation, collect record present evidence, analyse evaluate evidence, draw and justify conclusions, appreciate and understand the effect of their own and other’s views on environments, use extended geographical vocabulary, use and select appropriate fieldwork strategies, use atlases, globes, maps, plans, secondary sources, communicate in different ways, decision making
Location of places studied, in the news and other significant places and environments, describe national, international and global contexts of places, describe and explain physical and human features that give rise to the character of places, explain how places are interdependent, explore idea of global citizenship
Describe and explain physical and human patterns and processes
Describe and explain environmental change, explore the idea of sustainable development
Local to Global
Two countries

This document has originated from www.sln.org.uk/geography   (Quality Learning Services, Staffordshire County Council

